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Prior to attending library school, I worked in a number of different careers including accounting and writing and editing.  I’ve always had a broad range of interests, been pretty detail-oriented, and am pretty comfortable with change.  When I started library school, I didn’t know if those qualities would be helpful to serials work, but I did want to find an area of librarianship where I could build on both of these qualities.  Further, I started library school with a strong interest in academic librarianship and consequently pursued course work that I thought would be helpful to a career in academic librarianship.

During the spring semester of my first year, I took two courses in particular that have really helped me to focus my career goals on serials.  The first course was science reference and the second was serials.  In my science reference course, we discussed at length the scientific research process and the subsequent publishing process.  We also discussed some of the current issues in scholarly communication.  A good part of these discussions centered on serials, their importance in scholarly communication, their ever rising costs, maintaining access to them either in print or electronically, and possible alternatives to current publishing models.  These topics really grabbed my attention, and I wanted both to learn more about them and to participate in finding solutions to some of them.

Along with the discussions we had about scholarly communication in my science reference class, I was enrolled in the serials class.  This course was structured as a guest lecture series, in which people connected with different aspects of serials came and spoke to the class each week.  We had the chance to ask them questions about their expertise, but also about their careers.  I was surprised by how serials have an affect on so much of what goes on in academic libraries, from cataloging to acquisitions to reserves to reference to collection development.  So I learned that serials not only have an impact on the work that goes on at the university, but also that they have a huge impact on the work that goes on within the library as well.  So, these two classes focused my interest on serials because they showed me the breadth of serials work, which worked into my strength as a generalist.

Further, we learned about the complexity of managing serials on a day-to-day basis – how, to use the cliché, the only thing constant about serials was change.  Titles, publishers, prices, vendors, contracts, and access are just some of the aspects of serials that change constantly.  This complexity seemed to indicate that not only was it important for librarians working with serials to be detail-oriented to pick up on these constant changes, but also that serials librarians needed to be comfortable with constant change.  Because these are areas that I consider strengths of mine, I was further attracted to serials work.

I suppose that these observations are pretty naïve and are somewhat removed from the reality of serials work, I think that’s okay.  As a student, I can only see the profession from the outside and incompletely.  And despite the naivete of my perspective, when I compare notes with other students who are preparing for careers in reference or children’s librarianship, I see definite differences in what I want out of my career as a librarian and what I want to contribute to the profession, and focusing on serials provides me with the opportunity to realize my goals.  Further, while these aren’t the types of skills that I can easily quantify on a resume, from my perspective as a student, they seem like the ones that would make a difference as to whether someone would enjoy being a serialist for the long run.

